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Closed vs. Open Data 

 

•Closed data 

• Clear distinction between licensor and licensee  

• License terms generally prohibit modification and limit use cases  

 

• Open data 

• Blurs distinction between licensor and licensee 

• License terms typically encourage modification and innovation in 

use cases  

 

•Architecture impacts 

• Pace of innovation 

• Exposure of licensors for licensee actions  
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Closed Architecture 

 

Licensor can limit liability and unethical use by licensees 

by: 

 

• Restricting modification and limiting use cases  

• Allows licensor to predict harm and provide 

warnings  
• Defense of misuse  
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Closed Architecture Limits Liability…  
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Closed Architecture Limits Liability… 
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Open Architecture… 

 

•Because subject to modification and innovation in use 

cases, not subject to traditional risk management tools: 

 

• Safety features  

 

• Product warnings 

 

• Defense of misuse  
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Need to Reformulate Open License Framework 

 

•Open licenses emerged in a particular context  

 

•Preoccupied with maintaining freedom of licensees to 

modify and redistribute data  

 

•Fail to consider additional concerns i.e. liability and ethics 
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Need to Reformulate Open License Framework 

 

•Develop a new licensing framework – sufficiently and 

selectively open  

 

• Tempers goal of openness with other considerations 

i.e. liability or ethics 

 

• I.e. Mapping API allows users to modify and 

redistribute, but restricts use of data for real-time 

autonomous vehicle navigation  

 

• Violation of license terms gives licensor claim for 

breach of contract and IP infringement 
 

 


